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or of avarice,—nevertheless he will reply in a dying
voice that he is exhausted; that his involuntary
desires are causing his death, and that they are for
such and such a thing.

This is repeated to the Captains, and they set about
procuring for the sick man the fulfillment of his
desires; to that end they hold a public meeting, at
which they exhort all to contribute. And private
individuals take a pride in showing themselves
munificent on such occasions, for all this is done by
sound of trumpet, each one striving to outvie his com-
panion ; so that, frequently, in less than an hour the
patient will be provided with more than twenty valu-
able things which he has desired; [106] and they
remain to him when he recovers his health, or go to
his relatives if he happen to die. Thus a man
becomes wealthy in a day, and is provided with all
that he needs; for, besides the things that are pre-
scribed by the Medicine-man, the patient never fails
to add many others, which, he says, have been shown
to him in dreams,—and "whereon, consequently, the
preservation of his life depends.

Afterward, the dances are announced that are to be
performed in the cabin, and under the eyes of the
patient, during three or four consecutive days, and on
which, it is also said, his health depends. Most of
those dances resemble the branles that are danced in
France; the others are in the form of ballets, with
poses and harmonies that have nothing savage in
them, and are according to the rules of art; all these
are performed in cadence and in rhythm with the
chanting of certain persons, who are masters of that
calling.

It is the duty of the Captains to see that all is done


